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About IFNIA 2024

The theme of IFNIA 2024, Chinese Modernization and Lessons for Developing Countries,
focuses on examining China’s unique development model and its relevance to other
developing nations in navigating their own modernization paths. Chinese modernization,
marked by high-quality development, infrastructure expansion, technological
innovation, common prosperity for all, and harmony between humanity and nature,
offers valuable lessons for developing countries striving for sustainable and inclusive
growth.

A key feature of Chinese modernization is its long-term planning and strong state-led
approach, which has fostered advanced manufacturing and digital infrastructure and
maintained social stability. Meanwhile, infrastructure projects are built moderately
ahead of demand to act as catalyst for economic growth, thus propelling broader
development.

China's emphasis on education and technological innovation is another crucial lesson.
By allocating significant resources to education, particularly in STEM fields and research,
China has cultivated a skilled talent pool that drives its technological advancement and

innovation.

Additionally, China's experience underscores the importance of rural development.
Policies focused on poverty alleviation and improving rural living standards not only
reduce inequalities but also contribute to long-term social stability. Developing
countries can adopt similar rural development strategies to foster inclusive growth and

ensure balanced development.

The Forum aims to explore these themes, providing a platform for dialogue on how
developing countries can learn from China’s modernization experience and strategy to
address challenges such as poverty reduction, industrialization, technological
innovation, and sustainable development. It will also highlight the synergy with
Malaysia’s MADANI concept, which promotes a holistic and collaborative development
approach. China's path to modernization offers important insights for Malaysia in
pursuing the goals of inclusive and sustainable development within the MADANI
framework.
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Forum Agenda at a Glance

09:00 - 09:30 Registration and Welcome Coffee

09:30 - 10:00 Welcome Address
= Mr Koh King Kee
= Assoc. Prof. Dr Eugene Pek Chuen Khee
= Captain Tian Shichen (Retd)

10:00 - 10:20 Keynote Speech
= Minister Zheng Xuefang

= Distinguished Professor Dato’ Dr Rajah Rasiah

10:20 - 10:40 Coffee Break

10:40 - 11:40 Session I: Chinese Modernization — Distinctive Characteristics, Global
Relevance, and the Role of New Productive Forces
= DrLi Mingjiang
= Mr Shen Weizhong

= Assoc. Prof. Dr Andrew Kam Jia Yi

11:40 - 12:40 Session ll: Chinese Modernization and Its Alignment with the UN
Sustainable Development Goals — Pathways for Global Progress
= Prof. Dr Poon Wai Ching
= Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed

= Ms Zhang Jiayi

12:40 - 14:15 Lunch and Networking

14:15 - 15:15 Session llIl: Chinese Modernization and Malaysia MADANI - Synergies
for Inclusive Development and Prosperity

= Prof. Dr Ong Kian Ming
= Prof. Zhang Yun
= Dr Peter Chang

15:15 - 15:25 Closing Remarks

= Prof. Dr Ong Kian Ming

15:25 - 16:00 Afternoon Coffee

END OF FORUM



IFNIA 2024 AGENDA

09:00 - 09:30 | Registration and Welcome Coffee

09:30 - 10:00 | Welcome Address

Chair: Dr Peter Chang
Visiting Senior Fellow at ISEAS—Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore
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Captain Tian Shichen (Retd)

President, Global Governance
Institution, China

Mr Koh King Kee

President, Centre for New
Inclusive Asia, Malaysia

Assoc. Prof. Dr Eugene
Pek Chuen Khee

Head of School of Management and
Marketing, Taylor's University, Malaysia

10:00 - 10:20 | Keynote Speech

Minister Zheng Xuefang

Embassy of the People’s Republic of
China in Malaysia

Distinguished Professor
Dato’ Dr Rajah Rasiah

Executive Director, Asia-Europe Institute,
University of Malaya

10:20 - 10:40 | Coffee Break

10:40 - 11:40 | SESSION I: CHINESE MODERNIZATION - DISTINCTIVE
CHARACTERISTICS, GLOBAL RELEVANCE, AND THE ROLE
OF NEW PRODUCTIVE FORCES

Moderator: Dr Peter Chang
Visiting Senior Fellow at ISEAS—Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Speakers:
© S =
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Dr Li Mingjiang Mr Shen Weizhong Assoc. Prof. Dr Andrew

Kam Jia Yi

Associate Professor and Provost’s Chair in
International Relations at S Rajaratnam
School of International Studies, Nanyang
Technological University, Singapore

Panel Discussion

Senior Research Fellow, Global

Governance Institution, China Associate Professor in Economics and

Senior Research Fellow at the Institute of
Malaysian and International Studies,

Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia

Former Director of Various Departments,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China



11:40 - 12:40 | SESSION II: CHINESE MODERNIZATION AND ITS ALIGNMENT WITH
THE UN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS - PATHWAYS FOR
GLOBAL PROGRESS

Moderator: Assoc. Prof. Dr Eugene Pek Chuen Khee

Head of School of Management and Marketing, Taylor's University, Malaysia

Speakers:
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Prof. Dr Poon Wai Ching Senator Mushahid Ms Zhang Jiayi

Professor at the School of Hussain Sayed Research Fellow, Global Governance
Management and Marketing, Taylor's Chairman, Pakistan—China Institute Institution, China
University, Malaysia . . : : 3
Y. Y Co-Chairman, International Conference Chair, Innovations Committee for
of Asian Political Parties Leadership, Ethics and Practice Initiative,

George Washington University, USA
Panel Discussion

12:40 - 14:15 | Lunch and Networking

14:15 - 15:15 | SESSION Iil: CHINESE MODERNIZATION AND MALAYSIA MADANI -
SYNERGIES FOR INCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT AND PROSPERITY

Moderator: Mr Koh King Kee

President, Centre for New Inclusive Asia, Malaysia

Speakers:

A+ 7 4

Prof. Dr Ong Kian Ming Prof. Zhang Yun Dr Peter Chang

Pro Vice Chancellor of External Director, Institute of Southeast Asia Research, Visiting Senior Fellow at ISEAS—-Yusof

Engagement, Taylor's University, School of International Studies at Jinan Ishak Institute, Singapore
Malaysia University, Guangzhou, China Former Deputy Director, Institute of

China Studies, University of Malaya
Panel Discussion

15:15 - 15:25 | Closing Remarks

(%;, Prof. Dr Ong Kian Ming

Pro Vice Chancellor of External Engagement,

\\j Taylor’s University, Malaysia

15:25 - 16:00 | Afternoon Coffee

End of Forum
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